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CONFIDENTIAL TANANARIVE 1534 

NAIROBI ALSO FOR ELFERS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, ECON, MILI, MA 

SUBJECT: RATSIRAKA CONCLUDES MAJOR POLICY SPEECH 
REF: A) TANANARIVE 1487; B) TANANARIVE 1465 

SUMMARY: RATSIRAKA HAS CONCLUDED MARATHON POLICY SPEECH, AN 
UNCOMPROMISING STATEMENT OF "REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALIST" PRINCIPLES 
FOR MADAGASCAR, WITH ANNOUNCEMENTS OF REORGANIZATION 
OF ARMED FORCES AND COMPULSORY "NATIONAL SERVICE" FOR YOUTH. 
REACTION IN TANANARIVE APPEARS MAINLY WAIT-AND-SEE. END SUMMARY. 

1. MALAGASY PRESIDENT DIDIER RATSIRAKA CONCLUDED EIGHT-PART 
POLICY SPEECH SEPTEMBER 6 WITH TWO NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

GOVERNMENT WILL ESTABLISH SYSTEM OF COMPULSORY "NATIONAL 
REVOLUTIONARY SERVICE" FOR ALL YOUNG MALAGASY COMPLETING 
REGULAR STUDIES, AND ARMED FORCES WILL BE REORGANIZED TO 
MAKE THEM KEY INSTRUMENT OF REVOLUTION. 
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2. ACCORDING TO RATSIRAKA, ARMED FORCES ARE TO BE RE- 
ORGANIZED INTO THREE FORCES: AN "OPERATION FORCE OF 
INTERVENTION" (UNEXPLAINED); AN "ARMY OF DEVELOPMENT"; 

AND "TECHNICAL FORCES," AIR AND SEA. COMPANY-SIZED DETACH- 
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MENTS OF THE REORGANIZED ARMED FORCES ARE TO BE SCATTERED 
THROUGHOUT ALL SUBPREFECTURES OF THE COUNTRY BOTH TO DO 
PUBLIC WORKS AND TO ASSIST POPULACE CREATE COOPERATIVES, 
UNDERTAKE LITERACY CAMPAIGNS, AND THE LIKE. 

3. "NATIONAL REVOLUTIONARY SERVICE" WILL REQUIRE ALL YOUNG 
MALAGASY COMPLETING REGULAR STUDIES TO SERVE 18 MONTHS TO 
TWO YEARS WITH UNITS OF ARMED FORCES ON CIVIC ACTION IN 
COUNTRYSIDE BEFORE EMBARKING ON REGULAR CAREERS OR PURSUING 
HIGHER STUDIES OVERSEAS. YOUTH IN "NATIONAL REVOLUTIONARY 
SERVICE" WILL BE EXPECTED TO FORM OR EDUCATE THE POPULACE 
"MILITARILY. TECHNICALLY, MORALLY, AND POLITICALLY." 

4. COMMENT: APART FROM THESE TWO ANNOUNCEMENTS RATSIRAKA'S 
LONG-WINDED ADDRESS AMOUNTED MAINLY TO IDEOLOGICAL DISSERTA- 
TION OUTLINING HIS PRINCIPLES OF "REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALISM" 

FOR MADAGASCAR. SPEECH WAS HEAVILY ANTI-IMPERLIST AND 
ANTI-CAPITALIST IN TONE AND CONTEXT AND PERMEATED WITH A 
STRONG DOSAGE OF MARXIST TERMINOLOGY AND CONCEPTS. REPEATED 
THROUGHOUT IS THEME THAT SOLE OR OVERRIDING TASK OF ALL 
INSTITUTIONS IN MADAGASCAR -THE ARMED FORCES. LABOR, THE 
MEDIA, THE MINISTRIES OF GOVERNMENT, ETC. - MUST BE TO 
SERVE THE "SOCIALIST REVOLUTION." APPARENTLY THERE IS 
LITTLE ROOM FOR INDEPENDENT INSTITUTIONS IN RATSIRAKA’S 
SCHEME OF THINGS. LOCAL PRESS SEPTEMBER 6 AND 9 REPORTS 
INITIATIVE BY MINSTER OF LABOR TO UNIFY ALL LABOR UNIONS 
IN MADAGASCAR INTO "SINGLE UNION," AND PLAN OF MINISTER OF 
YOUTH PROGRESSIBELY TO ELIMINATE ALL YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 
NOW EXISTING IN COUNTRY IN FAVOR OF GOVERNMENT "YOUTH 
CENTERS" TO WEAN YOUTH FROM "CAPITALIST-MONOPOLIST" SYSTEM. 

5. REACTION OF PRESS HAS BEEN RELATIVELY PERFUNCTORY, 

GIVEN PRIOR BUILD-UP AND SUPPOSEDLY LANDMARK NATURE OF 
ADDRESS. PRO-AKFM PRESS PREDICTABLY HAS PRAISED SPEECH 
UNRESERVEDLY, BUT FORMERLY INDEPENDENT MALAGASY LANGUAGE 
PAPERS HAVE MADE LITTLE OR NO COMMENT. MOST EMBASSY SOURCES, 
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MAINLY EDUCATED MERINA, HAVE EXPRESSED DISTRESS WITH ONE 
ASPECT OR ANOTHER OF SPEECH, SUCH SSNKOMPULSORY "NATIONAL 
REVOLUTIONARY SERVICE" FOR EDUCATED YOUTH. BUT ONE ALSO 
HEARS APPROVAL OF NATIONALISTIC INITIATIVES, SUCH AS 
NATIONALIZATION OF COMPAGNIE MAR SETT .1 .EISE (REF A). MOST 
COMMON REACTION OF EMBASSY SOURCES IN IMMEDIATE AFTERMATH 
OF ADDRESS APPEARS BE WAIT-AND-SEE. 

DESANTILLANA 

CONFIDENTIAL 



« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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